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NCC Executive Committee Meeting 


The semi-annual meeting of the Executive Com- 
mittee of the NCC was held in Community Church, 
Shanghai, November 15-16. Twenty members were 
present; two were absent in America and the others 
unavoidably detained from being present. Bishop 
Arthur Moore, of the Southern Methodist Church, Dr. 
R. O. Jolliffe, of West China, Rev. G. W. Shepherd and 
Dr. Chester S. Miao were present as guests at one or 
more of the sessions. With the exception of Mr. Chang 
Fu-liang, who is stil] on leave of absence in Kiangsi 
with the National Economic Council, all the secretaries 
of the NCC were present. In the absence of the chair- 
man, Dr. R. Y. Lo, the chair was taken alternately by 
Bishop Curtis and Dr. Wu Yi-fang. 


The report of the associate-general secretaries, 
reviewing the work of the Council since the April 
Executive Committee meeting, was presented by Rev. 
E. C. Lobenstine. Dr. Chester S. Miao told of the work 
which the National Committee for Christian Religious 
Education has been doing and of the special study of 
leadership training in which it is now engaged. This 
committee, it will be remembered, is the standing com- 


mittee on religious education of the National Christian 


Council and, at the same time, the Council on Religi- 
ous Education of the China Christian Educational 
Association. Dr. Y. Y. Tsu presented the report of 
the Special Commission on Program and Cooperation; 
and Miss T. C. Kuan the report on the Committee of 
the Home. 


The main items considered at the meeting were: 


1. Results of the study made of the Five Year 
Movement and the question of the most useful form 
the Movement may well take during the next few 
years. The report of the returns from the question- 
naire in regard to the Movement made it quite clear 
that there was a general desire on the part of the 
Council's constituency that the Movement be con- 
tinued in some form. 

2. The repert of the Special Commission on Pro- 
gram and Cooperation was presented in five sections: 

a. A proposed plan for the closer correlation of 

work in Northern Chekiang Province. 


b. A survey already started of Protestant Christian 
work in Shanghai. 

c. The closer correlation of national Christian org- 
anizations. 


d. The report of the sub-committee on the training of 
missionaries appointed by the Special Commission. 
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e. The study now being made by the Missionary 
Council of the Chinese Medical Association on the future 
of medical missions in China. 


8. The general secretaryship of the Council. 
4. The finances of the “ouncil. 


5. The proposal of the International Missionary 
Council to hold in 1938 an enlarged meeting of the 
Council along somewhat similar lines to the meeting 
held in Jerusalem in 1928. 


The Five Year Movement 


As the original period set for the Five Year 
Movement draws to its close, the Executive Committee 
of the NCC has given earnest consideration to a study 
of its results with a view to determining how these 
results may best be conserved, and plans made for 
the period which follows. In April the Executive Com- 
mittee instructed the Ad Interim Committee to conduct 
an inquiry regarding the status of the Movement 
throughout the country and on the basis of the returns 
to draft recommendations for forwarding the Move- 
ment in the next few years. 


This inquiry was conducted during the summer 
and early fall, through a bi-lingual questionnaire which 
was sent to about four thousand pastors and over two 
hundred missionaries of churches affiliated with the 
NCC. About six hundred replies were received giving 
detailed answers to the questions, which attempted an 
evaluation of the statistical and spiritual results of 
the Movement. A careful analysis and summary of 
these replies has been made. Copies of the report may 
be secured on application to the NCC. 


While making due allowance for the fact that 
replies were most likely to come from those by whom 
the Movement was favored, the very wide geographical 
and denominational dispersion of the replies gives 
conclusive evidence that the Movement has touched a 
very large section of the churches, and has made a 
very real contribution to such progress as has been 
made in this period. It is equally certain that the 
desire that the Movement should continue in some 
form is very widespread and positive, but convictions 
as to the direction it should take are not so clear. 


As the Council is desirous of meeting the wishes 
of its constituency to the largest possible extent, it 
has been agreed to canvass the views of the respon- 
sible authorities in these churches and organizations, 
in the light of the study already conducted, and to 
have a very full expression of opinion from them for 
consideration at the Biennial Meeting next May. 
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The action taken by the Executive Committee is 
as follows:— 


Whereas it is evident that the FYM has already made 
_ @ marked contribution to the enrichment of the spiritual 
life of many persons; to a growing desire on their part to 
share with others the blessings of the Christian Gospel, 
which desire is manifesting itself in a wider evangelistic 
outreach; and to the strengthening of many churches; and 


2. Whereas the practical help given by the NCC in 
connection with the movement is highly appreciated by a 
large proportion of the Council’s constituency: 


VOTED 1. That the Executive Committee recommend 


to the biennial meeting that the FYM be continued for a 
further period. 


2. That the Ad Interim Committee be instructed in 
consultation with the Council’s constituency to draw up 
plans for the movement in the coming years to be submitted 
to the biennial meeting for adoption. 


3. That the Staff be instructed to report the above 
actions to the Council’s constituency along with the results 
of the study that has been made of the FYM up to the 
present time. 


4. That the Executive Committee recommend to the 
Council’s constituency that during the intervening months 
till the biennial meeting is held, they continue to emphasize 
those aspects of the present FYM which have severally 
proved most fruitful in attaining the two-fold aims of the 


ovement, pending the adoption by the biennial meeting of 
fresh plans. 


It is hoped in this way to provide for the continuance 
and steady progress of the movement, while at the same 
time leaving the biennial meeting free to adopt such plans 
for the future continuance of the movement as it may deem 


We covet your earnest cooperation in prayer and 
any suggestions you may care to make will be appre- 
ciated. Shall we not all wait upon God for guidance 
in this most important matter, that whatever plans 
are made may be in accordance with His will and that 


they may advance the coming of His Kingdom in this 
land? 


The Closer Correlation of National Christian 
Organizations | 


By action both of the China Christian Educational 
Association and the Ad Interim Commmittee of the 
NCC at the beginning of this year, the Special Com- 
mission on Program and Cooperation was asked to 
study the services being rendered by various national 
Christian organizations and those services which are 
regarded as necessary in the best interest of the 
Christian movement with a view to their more effective 
correlation. Much time and thought has been given to 
this subject during the past months especially by mem- 
bers of the staffs of several of these organizations. 
Several tentative suggestions have been discussed with 
members of the organizations concerned and in the 
SCPC and the Ad Interim Committee. The SCPC has 
not as yet adopted any report for presentation to the 
Council. 


Mr. Kenneth Maclennan, in reporting to the Con- 
ference of British Missionary Societies impressions 
gained on his visit to China, called attention to the 
great need of further correlation of effort and 
suggested that a fruitful approach to the problem 
would be “a steady effort at drawing the right kind 


of men and women in different areas into leadership in 
handling a few carefully selected problems”. In speak- 
ing of the NCC, Mr. Maclennan saw in the vastness and 
complexity of the problems which the Christian move- 
ment is facing a peril as well as an opportunity and 
felt that the Council had at times suffered somewhat 
from its effort to meet urgent calls for its help. He 
stressed the need of a limitation of activity and a 
decision as to a strict order of priorities. 


We are grateful that he recognized also that 


“schemes for advancing closer cooperation are never 
in the field the simple solutions which they appear 
on paper in Great Britain and America”; and for his 
calling the home boards’ attention to the fact that 
they “could do much more to expedite many excellent 
proposals for further cooperation”. “An encouraging 
shove from the home end”, he went on to say, “is often 
all that is needed to overcome difficulties and hesita- 
tion on the field.” 


Shanghai Plan of Cooperation 


(Initiated by Special Commission on Program and 
Cooperation) 

The aim of this plan is to secure closer coopera- 
tion of Christian forces at work in Shanghai and to 
develop a united Christian program for the commun- 
ity. Within the municipality of Greater Shanghai, 
including Woosung, Kiangwan and the Settlements, are 
no less than 90 organized churches or congregations, a 
large number of Christian colleges, middle and prim- 
ary schools, hospitals, and other social institutions; 
the Y.M.C.A., the Y.W.C.A. and a score of offices of 
national Christian organizations, etc.—the total 
impact of which on the life of the community must 
have been of no small consequence. It is conceivable 
that their combined contribution to the community 
could be vastly enhanced were there more united 
planning and collaboration. It is to develop this spirit 
and practice of closer cooperation that the “Shanghai 
Plan”, as it is known, has been proposed. The plan 
calls for the following steps: 


1. A comprehensive survey 

2. A conference of Christian leaders 

3. An exhibition of Christian work 

4. The adoption of a Christian community pro- 


gram. 


A survey of Protestant Christian forces gnd institu- 
tions in Shanghai to ascertain the present status, 
influence and resources of the Christian movement. 
The last survey was made over 20 years ago and 
covered only the churches. 
embrace all institutional enterprises under Protestant 
Christian auspices, Chinese and non-Chinese. They 
have been grouped as follows and assigned to different 
agencies: 

Churches 

Hospitals and Medical Schools 

Educational Institutions—colleges, middle schools, 

primary schools | 

The Chinese ex-student population 

Christian Literature agencies 

National Offices of Christian organizations 


The present survey will 
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The national and local V. M. C. A. and v. W. C. A. 
Social welfare agencies 

Christian work among non-Chinese 
Miscellaneous 


Great interest has been manifested on the part of 
a score or more of persons who are undertaking res- 
ponsibility for gathering the information called for. 


A conference of Christian leaderse—lay, professional, 
pastoral and missionary—in the spring of 1935. 


To consider outcome of Survey 
To plan for a Christian community program 


To create a cooperative organ for Christian forces 
in Shanghai 


A public exhibition of social, religious, medical, 
educational and philanthropic services rendered to the 
community under Christian auspices: 


To visualize their scope, extent and investment in 
personnel and material resources 


To inform the general public 


To awaken interest and support on the part of 
Christian members of the community 


Some projects in a Christian community program 
that may be the outcome of these educational pro- 
cesses: 


United church planning for Shanghai 

A laymen's movement or service league 

International Christian fellowship 

Christian community enterprises: 
A community church centre at New Civic Centre 
A cooperative medical service 
Newspaper evangelism 
Cireulating library for churches 
Training Institute for religious education 
Net-work of rural clinics 
A directory of Christian institutions 


The plan has the hearty endorsement of the 
Shanghai Pastors’ Union, which has set up a special 
Church Survey Committee. 


are: K Z. Loh, chairman; C. C. Djao, H. P. Chu, W. W. 
Lockwood, J. L. Maxwell, Hsieh Wei Tseng-pei, T. T. 
Chiu. 

Annual Meeting of the NCCRE 1934 


Shanghai, Nov. 9-14, 1934 
RONALD REES 


Descriptive accounts of Committees are generally 
dull for those who were not present. All that need 
be said about the meeting is that we allowed four full 
days and had too little time evea then, that we did 
not meet in the Committee room of the Missions 
Building but in the common room of the YWCA 
Hostel (Dixwell Road) where we also lived together, 
that we teok adequate time to worship and pray each 
morning, noon and night, with a long Sunday morning 
of fellowship in thanksgiving meditation and sharing 
of experience, and that four sessions were set aside 
for the consideration of larger topics * on life 
and work in China today. 


The members of the Shanghai Survey Committee 
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These larger topics introduced by one of our 
members, dealt with the significance for religious 
education of 


(1) The new rural reconstruction movement (F. 
W. Price) 


(2) New tendencies in Chinese education (T. T. 
Lew) 
(3) The Group movement (I. B. Main) 


(4) New religious movements in China (C. 8. 
Miao) 


Mr. Price’s paper in full and shorter accounts of the 
other three discussions will appear in the next Bul- 


letin of the Religious Education Fellowship (Jan. 
1935). 


Twenty-one RE secretaries or workers came as 
official representatives sent by twelve of the con- 
stituent organisations. In addition there were coopted 
members, secretaries of NCC and CCEA and visitors, 
bringing the attendance to forty-two. 


NCCRE Publications 


During the last twelve months some 22 items of 
teaching material were produced, as folows: 


SS Lessons for First Year primary children, pub- 
lished in one volume. 


SS Lessons for Fifth year primary children, first 
six months, 2 vols. for teachers and children. 
Pictures for SS Lessons (first and second years). 
Hsia Ling Erh T’ung Hui (DVBS), 4 new books. 
Character Building (Weekday) series, Book IV. 
Sunday School Services (worship); T. H. Ch’en. 
Interests of Middle School Youth; Prof. Stowe. 


Life Experience and Growth in Character; Prof. 
Stowe. 


Programme for Morning Worship (Middle 
Schools); Marie Adams, 2 vols. 
Elementary Rural Religious Readers, 1 vol; F. W. 


Price and Yu Mo-ren. 

Advanced Rural Religious Readers, 4 vols; F. W. 
Price and Yu Mo-ren. 

A study of the literature for teaching inquirers; 
S. H. Leger. 

Devotional Diaries on the teaching of Jesus; 
Pearl Dyer. 

Catalogue of R. E. Books, 3rd and 4th editions. 


It is interesting to note that the sale of the First 
Year Primary S. S. Lessons (Our Heavenly Father's | 
World) for the year was 1222 copies and that the sets 
of pictures issued with it sold even better—large size 
sets 1551 (68,252 pictures); small size sets 3158 
(138,952 pictures). 


NCCRE Curriculum Groups 


New material for teachers is not being all trans- 
lated or adapted from Western publications in a 
Shanghai office. Original and indigenous work is 
coming up out of the soil of China, by the cooperative 
work of groups of Chinese and foreign members of 
the Religious Education Fellowship. We now have 
about a dozen sections divided according to the differ- 
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ent kinds of people to be taught and under the leader- 


ship of some one responsible person who convenes the 


group. We give below little more than the bare list 
of these curriculum groups. Those who desire more 
information should write for the REF Bulletin for 
January 1935. 


1. Primary S. 8. Lessons. Miss Nowlin and Miss 
Gregg 

Fifth year (second half) now being printed. Other 
volumes in preparation. Series of articles being published 


in Primary School magazine. | 

2. Character 3 Series (weekday). Miss Nowlin 
Five volumes published. Vol. six in the spring. 
8. Neighbourhood SS, Material. Rev. F. W. Price 


Now ready for publication, 30 units containing lessons 
with large picture, questions and stories for small gropus, 
memory material, songs and games, for a class of 100 or 
50. 


4. Group-graded lessons, to be graded for three or 
four froups (beginners, children, youth and adults) in a 
three-year cycle, with a rural emphasis. Dr. R. O. Jolliffe. 


The W. China group are asked to undertake this new 

ject in collaboration with Rev. F. W. Price and a Nan- 
group. 

5. Hsia Ling Erh T'ung Hui (DVBS). Mr. Wu Lei. 


In 1933 19% Increase 


Number of schools .... 514 663 159 
Number of workers .... 1,521 1,930 429 
Number of children .... 16,816 24,377 7,561 


Four new publications issued. English name to be 
“Church Vacation Work for Children.” 


6. Home Committee of NCC. Miss T. C. Kuan 


This committee to be asked to take over Parent Educa- 
tion and other Home interests of NCCRE. 


7. Rural Youth and Adults. Rev. F. W. Price 


a Materials recently published or in the press in- 
e 


Illustrated story of farmer “Li Lao Erh” (CLS) 
Elementary R. E. Readers, No. 3 

Advanced R. E. Reader, No. 5 and 6 

Collection of Rural Sermons 


aan” earlier material see Catalogue of R. E. Books (pp 


(b) Other activities include contact with rural experi- 
ments and rural studies, conferences and the discovery of 
literature needs. 


8. City Youth Curriculum. Dr. Luther Shao. 


This group is newly formed under Dr. Shao of the 
Christian Church, South Gate, Nanking. 


9. Adult Religious Education. Rev. S. R. Anderson 


A new group in connection with the work of the Board 
of Christian Education of the Southern Methodist Church. 


10. Middle School curriculum. Prof. E. M. Stowe. 
The work of this group has been concerned with 


(a) Studies in the experience background of present- 
day students 


(b) Closer cooperation of youth workers through the 


Council of youth workers (third meeting planned 
for next spring) 


le) Production of materials for helping teachers in 
their work (teacher training) and for the use of 


voluntary groups (curriculum units). 


11. College Curriculum. Dr. C. S. Miao. 


A group from the Christian colleges met in 1930-31 and 
their report was published by CCEA. The Council of 
Higher Education meeting next Jan. 29-Feb. 1 is to give 
special attention to religious edutation. 

The Youth and Religion movement (YMCA) has been 

ring some valuable literature under the direction of 

r. V. T. Wu and the Association Press. Out of 48 books 

and 50 pamphlets planned, 16 books and 30 pamphlets are 
published. 


12. Teacher Training. Dr. S. H. Leger. 


A national group and a local Peiping group are work- 
ing at the problem of multiplying and equipping teachers 
who can train young and old in our churches, schools and 
homes. It is a problem of creative Christian personalities, 
effective organisation and teaching materials. 


Visit of Dr. Luther Weigle 


It is expected that Dr. Weigle, Dean of Yale 
Divinity School, will be in China from Feb. 19—Aug. 
8, 1935. He is coming at the invitation of the NCC 
and the NCCRE. He will be asked to concentrate 
with us in China an the all-important question of 


training men and women for the work of the Church, 


A survey team consisting of Dr. T. C. Bau, Dr. C. 8. 
Miao and Rev. Stanley Smith have given weeks of 
hard work to the study of the situation in theological 
colleges and other training institutions in consulta- 
tion with leaders of the churches. Dr. Weigle will 
take the results of their work with a view to carrying 
matters a stage further with those most responsible 
and at their request. 


Four local conferences of three days each will be 
held in Shanghai, Peiping, Chengtu and Canton with 
Dr. Weigle, for members of the Religious Education 
Fellowship and others concerned. 


At Kuling from July 18 to 28 Dr. Weigle will 
meet with the NCCRE, enlarged to include certain 
church and mission administrators. The conference 
called by the Theological College Association is also 
being invited to meet at the same time and place. 


Dr. Weigle will take part with Dr. Emil Brunner 
in the Kuling Convention (July 28—Aug. 4, 1935). 


The total number who have joined the RE Fellow- 
ship is now 631, of whom 339 are men and 290 women, 
of whom also 185 are Chinese and 444 foreign. Mem- 
bers agree to pray for each other (on Saturdays if pos- 
sible), to share the problems and results of their work, 
and to form local fellowships wherever possible. 


International Study of the Cinema 
The Department of Social and Industrial Research 


of the International Missionary Council, which has its 


headquarters at Geneva, is hoping to be able to make 
a study of the cinema as a means of cultural adjust- 
ment and as a factor in the relations between peoples 
of different races. In view of the growing influence 
of the cinema in China, it is thought that an outline 
of the proposed study will be of interest to our read- 
The NCC Committee on Better Moving Pictures 
lad to hear from readers of the Bulletin, 
in answer to topics 2b, 2c, and 2d, under 
“Scope and Type of Study.” 
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Reasens for selecting this project 


The cinema is an effective instrument for diffus- 
ing political, scientific, social and spiritual concepts 
and ideals. 


It is a factor in inter-racial understanding and 
helps to create those mental attitudes and judgments 
that form a basis between peoples for sound relations 
but also for dangerous misunderstandings and un- 
founded estimates of one another. 


The cinema influences the attitudes of peoples in 
regard to their own cultures and is capable of effect- 
ing an enrichment of their own civilization through an 
appreciation of alien cultures. 


It is an admirable means of adult and mass 
education as well as of detailed instruction. It is well 
adapted for being used in assisting backward and 
primitive groups in their adjustment to modern life. 


Though the cinema has a constructive potentiality 
of great usefulness, it also easily lends itself to de- 


structive moral anu ethical influence and to that extent 


becomes a challenge to the Christian ideal and way of 


lite. 


Purpose 


The purpose of the study is not to discredit the 
cinema by negative criticism but to discover how it 


may be made a positive means of benefiting society 


by promoting cultural adjustment and sound relation 
between peoples of different races. 


Scope and type of study 


1. The first of these studies will relate to methods 
and experience in the regulation and control of the 
cinema industry by the authorities, by the cinema 


‘industry itself, and by the public. 


The following topics will be considered: 


a. Experience with censorship for films in various 
countries: Its possibilities, limitations and _ difficulties. 


„Control of theatres; advertising; block-booking. Efforts 


made to create sound public opinion regarding the einem. 


b. Sources, agencies and channels of supply and con- 
ditions under which motion pictures are exported and find 
their way abroad. 


e. Efforts made to regulate and facilitate the interna- 


‘tional exchange of cultural and educational films. 


2. The second of the extensive studies will deal 
with the experience of those countries which have 
accomplished the most in the production and use of 
the educational and cultural film, such as: France, 
Germany, Italy, England, United States, Russia and 
Japan. 


In these studies the following topics will be con- 
sidered: 


a. History and development of the cinema industry 
in each country. 


es Classification of the content and nature of films 


displayed. 


e. Evaluation of the influence of the cinema upon 
popular attitudes. 
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d. Influence of the cinema upon inter-racial and inter- 
national attitudes. 


e. Resume and suggestions arising from study for use 


of cinema as an instrument of inter-racial and international 
understanding. 


The study is expected to require two years to 
complete. 


Results to be expected 


In addition to printed reports, the establishment 
of permanent national councils in each participating 
country made up of representatives of various sections 
of the public including government, to encourage the 
continued study of the cinema, to educate public 
opinion, and to try to control the development of the 
film industry and guide it along useful lines. 


Missionary Training 


The Commitfee appointed by the Special Commis- 
sion on Program and Cooperation presented its report 
to the Executive Committee. The members of the com- 
mittee were: Dr. C. L. Hsia, chairman; Miss Margaret 
Frame, secretary, Mr. E. E. Barnett, Rev. A. Baxter, 
Dr. J. W. Decker, Dr. G. Carleton Lacy, Dr. Herman 
Liu, Dr. Frank Rawlinson, Dr. J. Leighton Stuart, 
Miss Tseng Pao-swen and Dr. J. Usang Ly; ex-officio 
members were Rev. E. C. Lobenstine, Rev. Ronald D. 
Rees and Dr. Y. Y. Tsu. 


In view of the interest in this subject at the pres- 
ent time both in China and abroad the report is given 
in full. 


This memorandum does not attempt to deal with 
the whole problem of missionary training, but only 
to specify and emphasize certain requirements brought 


into prominence by the present situation in China, as 


related to missionary work. 


The following aspects of the situation are impor- 
tant for our purpose: 


Modifications and changes, some of them radical, 
in mental outlook, habits and attitudes on the part of 
large sections of the Chinese people. 


A welcome development in Chinese leadership, 
both in church and institutional work, whereby Chi- 
nese churches and leaders are exercising greater 
initiative, direction and control in the placing and 
work of missionaries. 


More closely defined functions and in some 
respects a narrower scope of missionary activity, due 
to Chinese Christians and churches undertaking larger 
responsibilities. This development makes necessary 
greater adaptability on the part of the missionary in 
view of less permanency in any particular position and 
in certain types of work. 


A growing tendency in some types of institutional 


work to expect the missionary to render his service 


chiefly through the medium of the English language. 
An increasing gencral interest in social problems, 


and especially in rural development in China which is 


fully shared by the Chinese Church and leaders in 
Christian educational work. 
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I. Recommendations to the Missionary Societies on the 
Appointment of Missionaries: 


The number of missionaries annually sent out to 
China in the future is likely to be much smaller than 
in the past. It is therefore urgent that the utmost 
efficiency by aimed at in those who are appointed, and 
that steps be taken at home and on the field to enable 
every missionary to receive such preparation as well 
enable him to be most effective in his particular 
service. With this in view, we recommend in connec- 
tion with the appointment of missionaries: 


1. That in addition to considering offers of 
service, the home boards should give greater attention 
to seeking out the finest men and women who may be 
available and placing before them the call and scope 
of missionary service in China. 


2. That in addition to a vital personal Christian 
experience, all candidates for service in China should 
give evidence of such strength and independence of 
character along with true humility of spirit as will 
help them to work happily and effectively in complete 
fellowship with their Chinese colleagues avoiding both 
domination and servility. 


3. That in the selection of candidates the Boards 
should make larger use of the latest approved scientific 
tests to determine language proficiency, learning 
aptitudes, and adaptability. 


4. That missionaries, particularly those to be 
sent to China for evangelistic and church work, should 
be required to take a course in educational principles 
and methods as related to the teaching of religion as 
part of, or in addition to, their ordinary training. 


5. That for all missionaries, and especially for 
those whose work is likely to be carried on in the 
rural areas, some adequate training in social science 
and history and in the application of Christian prin- 
ciples to economic conditons is of vital importance. 
The missionary forces in China today should be far 
better equipped than they are to take advantage of 
and contribute to the marked interest being taken in 
social and industrial problems, so as to make Christian- 
ity an effective and guiding influence in the whole 
life of individuals and communities. 


6. That evangelistic missionaries, wherever pos- 
sible, should be encouraged to take practical training 
at home for a limited period so as to accustom and 
train them in ways of approach to others with the 
Christian message. Such training might be secured in 
assistant pastorates and in connection with institu- 
tional churches in the home cities. 


7. That it should be the concern both of the 
home boards and of those responsible on the field to 
see that the training of missionaries goes on after 
arrival in China, and throughout the first term of ser- 
vice, under carefully planned supervision. Lack of 
such an arrangement has in many cases lessened the 
effectiveness of missionaries not only in ability to use 
the Chinese language, but in ability to understand 
and appreciate intelligently the culture and idealistic 
inheritance that confronts them in China. This should 


be clearly understood by the candidate as part of the 
terms of his apointment. 


8. It should be understood that the first furlough, 
and sometimes the second, is primarily for further pre- 
paration, and mission boards should extend every 
assistance needed, including financial aid, in order to 
make this a period of effective, directed study. 


II. Recommendations with Reference to the further Pre- 
paration of Missionaries in China: 


As specific proposals with a view to meeting the 
needs indicated above we recommend in connection 
with the training of the missionary on the field: 


1. That the first term of missionary service in 
China should be definitely probationary. The mission 
boards should require at stated intervals reports 
indicating the progress made by the missionary not 
only in prescribed language and other studies but in 


the adapting of himself to conditions of service in 
China. 


2. That in addition to the first period of study 
in a language school or large center every missionary 
should be given by his mission opportunities for 
familiarizing himself with both city and country work, 
through supervised visits and residence for at least six 
months in some place where opportunities for intimate 
contacts with Chinese people can readily be secured. 


3. That seeing the value of instruction in a lang- 
uage school, especially for the earlier stages of lang- 
uage study is fully recognized by most missions, every 
endeavor should be made to send missionaries on 
arrival to a language school, where such exists, for a 
period to be specified by their mission and adhered 
to in every case. 


4. That where certain dialect areas make it pre- 
ferable for missionaries to learn the local dialect first, 
it should be expected that some of them will later be 
given an oportunity to attend a language school for 
study of the national language (Kuo Yi). 


5. That for missionaries who have shown either 
exceptional linguistic ability or exceptional ability to 
interpret the cultural life of the Chinese people, provi- 
sion should be made for a further period of intensive 
study on the field after the first furlough. 


III. The Place of the College of Chinese Studies in this 
Program: 


The difficulties facing this college by reason of 


fewer missionaries being appointed to China and the 


lack of financial support from mission boards are fully 
realised. At the same time, it is felt that in certain 
particulars the organization and work of this College 
requires adjustment if it is adequately to meet the 
needs of missionaries in preparation for service in 
China. The Committee therefore recommends that the 
NCC appoint a small committee to consult with the 
authorities of the College as to how such adjustments 
can be carried out, and additional mission support 
secured. We recognise that it is to the College in 
Peiping that missions must look for providing and 
arranging most of the instruction required in Man- 
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darin-speaking areas for the preparation of mis- 
sionaries, 


The following requirements may be specified: 


1. The College should continue to provide mis- 
sionaries beginning service in China with courses in 
the spoken and written forms of the national language 
and in Chinese history and culture. 


2. It should provide missionaries expecting to 
work in areas where a knowledge of some local dialect 
is also required with facilities for making a happy 
transfer from Mandarin to the dialect required. 


8. It should give serious attention to the training 
of teachers to tutor in dialect areas; such teachers to 
be men of culture and education carefully selected by 
the missions concerned, 


4. It should conduct in Peiping and in summer 
resorts, orientation courses especially adapted to the 
needs of new workers as well as refresher courses for 
missionaries in active service. 


5. It should provide, as far as practicable, a 
wider range of elective courses in Chinese history and 
culture, and in the history and problems of Christian- 
ity in China. 


6. It should relate its students closely to local 
Christian work during their period of resident study, 
give them more intimate contacts with helpful Chinese 
leaders, and associate them with those persons who 
can be counsellors and guides during this period of 
study, re-orientation and adjustment. 


7. It should give special facilities for students 
who show special proficiency and aptitude to pursue 
their studies freely along some such line as the “honors 
courses” now provided in western universities. 


8. It should be prepared to cooperate with the 
Mission concerned to give those who have completed 
the first year of work opportunities for special practice 
and observation in their particular line, somewhat 
after the manner of interneships as provided for 
medical students. 


IV. Implementing the Recommendations: 


In order to implement these recommendations, it 
is further proposed that there should be a permanent 
standing committee of the NCC with representation 
from the several mission boards chiefly concerned to 
direct the policy and program of study and early 
training of missionaries, to assist it making adjust- 
ments of missionaries and their work on the field, and 
in keeping the home boards acquainted with the field 
needs and viewpoint in the selection and training of 
candidates. 


The Executive Committee received the report and 
took steps to secure the appointment of the two Com- 
mittees recommended, 


The Christian Farmer 


We are glad again to call attention to this paper 
being edited by Mr. T. H. Sun, NCC Secretary on 
leave of absence with the North China Christian Rural 
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Service Union. In further explanation of the contents 
and editorial policy, Mr. Sun writes: 


“In general, the contents of the paper follow the 
lines described in the prospectus. Careful attention 
is given to the literary form each article being 80 
edited as to render it into easy, concise, colloquial 
style, largely within the range of the 1000 Characters. 
When new characters are necessary, they are reprint- 
ed together with their phonetie equivalent in the 
margin. New or strange expressions are explained in 
footnotes. 


“The aim of The Christian Farmer is to help country 
people to become better Christian citizens of China, 
Emphasis may be laid upon three words: Chinese, 
Christian and farmer. Each section of the paper is 
planned to contribute toward this fundamental pur- 
pose. A keynote of the editorial policy is to give re- 
ligion its rightful place in the center of life. In the 
news sections, church events are placed on the same 
basis as national and international affairs, the as- 
sumption being held that the church has a normal 
claim on the interest of Christians. The editorials 
are written to form Christian public opinion, for it 
is felt that followers of Christ have their own unique 
viewpoint which should be brought to bear on all as- 
pects of iftfe. 


“In the literary section an endeavour is made to 
acquaint rural readers with the cultural heritage of 
China, and to project Christianity against this back- 
ground. An illustration may be found in this same 
issue of September 15th, in the poem by Wen Tien- 
Hsiang, the national hero and martyr at the end of 
the Sung dynasty. This man was more than a patriot, 
more than a poet, and his vision rose higher than that 
of either ordinary patriotism or literature, reaching 
out to spiritual view of life which was akin to the 
ideal of the Cross. 


“The several magazine departments carry a var- 
iety of information, chosen with the main criterion 
that it be of practical use and interest to country 
people. The supplements are under the contributing 
editorship of specialists or specialized institutions. 
Arrangements have just been completed with the Col- 
lege of Agriculture and Forestry of the University 
of Nanking, whereby the Livelihood Section will be 
edited by Mr. Chang Bai-Yu of the Agriculture and 
Forestry Newspaper. Several of the series of articles 
contributed by specialists are not only of immediate 
interest, but also of permanent value, and it is hoped 
that these may be published later in booklet form.” 


The five churches with the largest subscripticn 
lists are The Church of Christ in China, the Kung Li 
Hwei, the Mei I Mei Hwei, three Lutheran church- 
bodies, the English Methodist, and the Chung Hwa 
Sheng Kung Hwei. A dozen other denominations and 
missions are amongst the subscribers, and many 
schools, hospitals and individual churches which do 
not mention their denominational connection. 


The largest number of readers are naturally to 
be found in Hopei, Shansi, Shantung and Honan; but 
the paper is already being sent to eighteen provinces. 
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The Council trusts that the churches and missions may 
find this paper suitable for their needs and that the 
present subscription list of 3,400 may soon be doubled 


or trebled. The paper is published at a loss, since 


the eharge is only 40 cents a year for 24 issues. 


The N. C. C. of Japan 


It is customary for a representative of our Council 
to attend, when possible the Annual Meeting of the 
Japanese NCC and vice versa. This did not prove 
possible this year. A few extracts from an account 
of their meeting throw light on the situation Chris- 
tians in Japan are facing. Dr. Wm. Axling, the Hon. 
Secretary of the Council, writes: 


“The delegates to the 1934 Annual Meeting of the 
Council faced a situation both sobering and challeng- 
ing. Since 1931 the indigenous faiths have harnessed 
their institutions and activity to the ever-rising tide 
of nationalism and have ridden into unprecedented 
favor with all classes of the population. So marked 
has been the popular acclaim accorded them that they 
themselves and the secular press have pronounced the 
phenomenon . nation-wide religious renaissance. 


“On stated occasions the temples and shrines are 
crowded with worshippers. Religious festivals were 
never so colorful and have taken on the magnitude 
of community affairs. The radio and the press have 
readily lent themselves as avenues of propaganda. 
The printing presses have worked day and night turn- 
ing out books setting forth the teachings of these 
faiths and their bearing on the nation’s present 
national and international problems. 


“Christianity has not shared in this seeming turn- 
ing of the thoughts of the people toward religion and 
its institutions. Not only so but, because of its inter- 
national character and emphasis, it has, at least tem- 
porarily, lost in popularity. The popular mind moved 
by strong national emotions and driven toward national 
goals has been led to plant a large question-mark 
over the Christian church and its international ideal- 
ism. 


“The Japanese Christian is no less a patriot than 
his Buddhist and Shinto neighbor, but he expresses 
his patriotism in terms that are new to the popular 
mind and for the time being new things are not in 
vogue. Tradition and things that bear the mark of 
age have the right of way. 


“The seriousness of this situation weighed heavily 
on the hearts of the delegates as they gathered and 
bound them in mystic fellowship to each other and 
to God. With each session the sense of unity deepened 
as did also the conviction that the Christian church is 
challenged today as never before to take Christ 
seriously and live more dangerously.” 


“Mr. G. Yamamasu, a Christian and an official of 
the Department of Education, who represented the 
Minister of Education, declared that 


Although the age of persecutions has passed for 
Christian evangelists, the day of difficulties has not passed. 
Economical problems within the nation and international 


problems without lay heavily on the minds and hearts of 


the people. The economic depression and the chaotic cons 
ditions on every hand are creating untold hardships, 


‘More serious, however than this is the psychology of 
our people. The spirit of initiative and self-endeavor is at 
a low ebb. Our nationals are problem-weary. They are 
suffering from a sort of mental and nervous fag. 


‘Nothing can change this fatal nage of except re- 
ligion. We must look to your religious work to instill a 


more wholesome and heartening spirit into our people. 

Unfortunately, although Japan is a land abounding in 

religions, the vital influence of these religions on the 

— life is less than is the case in some lands of the 
est. 


‘The Government is helpless when it comes to changing 
the spirit and psychology of the people. You religionists 
should not wait and take the lead from the Government, 


but lead out on your own initiative and in accordance with 
your own faith and conviction. 


“Dr. D. Ebina, the eighty year old Christian 
veteran, declared that | | 


»The only way to build a new Japan is to cleanse and 
lift it to higher heights and renew the “Japan-Spirit”. We 


cannot build a new Japan by going backward. We must 
keep on the march. ' 


The spirit of Christ, which takes God into its vision 
and God's way into its heart, is the only spirit powerful 
enough to build a new Japan and make her a mighty nation.. 
The Christian movement is a minority movement in Japan, 
but it is not the majority that wins. Men with convictions 


who are faithful to those convictions have always been con- 
querors.“ 


“It was voted to hold an All Japan Christian Con- 
ference next year and among other matters to make 


the question of church union the major subject for 


consideration and action. 


“The new Executive Committee was again in- 
structed to take definite steps to foster better Japanese- 
American relations through the creation of a finer 
understanding between the Christians of the two 


nations and deepening their sense of Christian solidat- 


ity. 


“In view of the fact that the Kingdom of God 
Movement is coming to a close at the end of the pre- 
sent year, the Executive Committee was asked to take 
steps in cooperation with the Christian Literature. 
Society to secure the continued publication of the 
Kingdom of God Weekly’.” 


“In order to enable the Christian Church to do 
its share in helping to relieve the suffering in the 
famine districts of Northern Japan, it was voted to 
launch a Big Brother Movement asking Christian 
families to take into their homes, clothe and feed for 
a period of from six months or a year at least one 
needy child. The Social Welfare Commission of the 
Council was asked to provide the travel expenses of 
the children and allot them to available homes.” 


Rural Cooperatives 


Persons interested in learning how to help the 
indigent farmers by means of “rural cooperatives” will 
do well to keep in touch with the agricultural depart- 
ment of the University of Nanking which has this 
autumn brought to China two men of wide experience 
in this field. One of these is Mr. C. F. Strickland, for 


18 ] 


— 
— 


— ——ꝛm ʃ4ũé 


twenty years registrar for cooperative societies in the 
Punjab, India, where there are at present 20,000 such 
societies. The other is Dr. W. M. Stevens, who comes 
with fifteen years of practical experience in various 
types of cooperatives in the U.S.A. From 1917 to 1924 


she was with the marketing division of the U.S. Bureau 


of Economics and the Bureau of Markets. These 
gentlemen are studying existing cooperatives in China 
and opportunities for further helping the farmers by 
improving their economic conditions through the wider 


use of such cooperatives. 


In a most interesting and suggestive address to 
the Ginling College students, Mr. Strickland told of a 


variety of cooperative societies in India the object of 


which is to keep down expenditures for marriages, 
funerals, feasts, wedding and other gifts, etc., in 


‘which there is a common tendency to spend more than 
“one can afford and where each individual seeks to 


outdo his neighbour. Each member of such coopera- 
tives binds himself not to spend more than a fixed 
amount—uniform for all—for the particular object for 
which that cooperative is formed, under a penalty of 
a heavy fine if his expenditures exceed the amount. 
Cooperatives of this type, Mr. Strickland says, have 
been instrumental in cutting down unjustifiable ex- 
penditures; in helping people get out of debt and in 
keeping them out of the hands of the money lenders. 


These are matters of vital concern to Christians 
in China, both because of the high interest rates 
charged for loans for necessary financing of crops 
and other justifiable expenses of farmers and others; 
and also because it is becoming increasingly clear that 
there has been worked out, as yet, no adequate 
financial basis for the propagation of Christianity in 
rural China. Dependence on foreign funds for the 
support of evangelistic workers and the pastoral over- 
sight of rural congregations, whether by lay or pro- 
fessional workers, must inevitably limit the growth 
of the Christian Church. Increasing reliance on lay 
leadership can only partially lessen the cost of rural 
work, for the use of such leadership inevitably demands 
provision for the training and adequate supervision 
of such workers. While city churches may, and will, 
undoubtedly help, the Christian Church as a whole 
needs to restudy the question as to how it can really 
become a self-propagating movement. However great 
have been the hardships the depression in Western 
lands has worked on many missionaries and Chinese 
in China during these past few years, it may never- 
theless in the long run prove a blessing in disguise, 
I it calls our attention to the insistent need of facing 
afresh the question as to how under existing economic 
conditions in China a healthier rural Christian move- 
ment can be developed and financed. 


Hodgkin Memorial Fund 


There was a delightful interlude at the meeting 
of the West China Board of Governors in Oxford when 
the Bishop of Croydon was introduced by Sir Michael 
Sadler. The Bishop, as chairman of the Henry T. 
Hodgkin Memorial Fund Committee, gave a fascinat- 
ing speech before presenting to the Board the sum 
of £2,000 which had been collected as an endowment 
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for the West China Union University. This money 


is to be used in perpetuating Dr. Hodgkin’s work for 


peace and international relationships. 


The Bishop claimed Dr. Hodgkin as a very 
great friend from his student days and indicated that, 
ag a great grandson of Elizabeth Fry, he had a share 
in his Quaker tradition. The Bishop described Dr. 
Hodgkin as a great-hearted, many-sided character, 
who gave to China his best and most effective years, 
He was a singularly attractive personality, deep in 
holiness and consecration, and one who had made his 
mark in Europe, Asia and America. 


Dr. Endicott, an ex-Moderator of the United 
Church of Canada and Chairman of the West China 
Board of Governors, expressed his gratitude at receiv- 
ing this gift on behalf of the University. He spoke 
of Dr. Hodgkin as a friend “who grew upon us and 
was loved by all.” He was delighted that the name 
of Dr. Hodgkin would be forever associated with the 
West China Union University in which he had had a 
great share at its inception. 


Evangelistic Tracts for 1935 


Two sets of eight tracts each, specially prepared 
for the Week of Evangelism and for other evangelistic 
purposes in 1935 are now off press. They were written 
by four Chinese bishops, two professors and two 
pastors, of several denominations in China. General 
topic is Jesus Christ, with sub-topics as follows: 


Jesus Christ as a Young Man 
Jesus Christ as an Adult 
Jesus Christ as a Patriot 
Jesus Christ as a World Citizen 
Jesus Christ as a Truth-seeker 
Jesus Christ as a Truth-revealer 
Jesus Christ as Your Friend 
Jesus Christ as Your Saviour 


The longer set is for the use of the better educated 
and the shorter set is for the rural and less educated 
folks. Price 4 cents per set for the longer and 2 cents 
for the shorter, postpaid. Please order direct from 
Kwang Hsueh Publishing House, 140 Peking Road, 
Shanghai; or from Christian Literature Society Book 
Room, 128 Museum Road, Shanghai. 


For any order over 100 sets at a time, 20% dis- 
count will be allowed if ordered direct from the 
National Christian Council, 169 Yuen Ming Yuen 
Road, Shanghai. For an order of over 300 sets at a 
time, ordered directly from the Council before Feb- 
ruary 1, 1935, 30% discount will be given as an en- 
couragement for the wider use of these tracts. Please 
send in your orders now. 


Staff Matters 


The General Secretaryship: The Council has, as 
yet, been unable to fill this position. The Executive 
Committee gave earnest thought to the best method 
of procedure to be followed by the nominating com- 
mittee and decided to defer the election until the bien- 
nial meeting in May, 1934. The members of the nom- 
inating committee are Mr. S. C. Leung, chairman; 
Dr. Yi-fang Wu, Mr. Archie T. L. Tsen, Bishop 
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Herbert Welch and Dr. Ralph Wells. All members 
of the Executive Committee are to serve as correspond- 
ing members of this committee. 


Associate General Secretaries: Mr. L. D. Cio and 
Mr. E. C. Lobenstine continue to carry on as associate 
general secretaries of the Council in charge of the 
Council’s work, serving as ex-officio members of all 
committee and taking the main responsibility for 
several of the standing committee. 


Secretaries: 


Dr. Y. Y. Teu. It is with sincere regret that we 
have to report that Dr. Tsu has handed in his re- 
signation from the Council. Dr. Tsu’s agreement in 
coming to the Council as a member of its secretarial 
staff was for one year only. This year was up Septem- 
ber 30, 1934. Dr. Tsu leaves at the end of this 
calendar year to accept a position with St. John’s 
University. While with the Council, Dr. Tsu has shown 
not only a deep interest in the Council’s work but also 
a keen appreciation of the place of the Council in 
the Christian movement in China. The Cauncil is 
assured of his continued interest and hearty coopera- 
tion 


Dr. H. H. Teui has been actively engaged during 
October, November and December in making plans 
for and participating in the series of Five Year 
Movement conferences reported in the October Bul- 
letin. In these conferences, Dr. C. Y. Cheng and Miss 
T. C. Kuan have both cooperated as members of the 
team. 


Mies T. C. Kuan is spending part of the month of 
December at Changli, Hopei in order to learn what she 
can from the experienced rural workers in that field 
how the NCC Committee on the Home can be more 
help to those working among at women in China’s vil- 
lages. It is recognized that much of the “home 
week” material prepared under the direction of the 
Council’s Committee is better suited to people living 
in cities and towns. 


Rev. Ronald Rees and Dr. Chester Miao have been 
busy wit“ arrangements for holding the annual meet- 
ing of the NCCRE and in following up that meeting. 
Dr. Miao continues the study of Leadership Training 
being made under the auspices of the NCCRE. In 
this he is associated with Rev. Stanley Smith of the 
Union Theological Seminary, Nanking, and with Dr. 
T. C. Bau. 


Rev. C. L. Boynton, the general utility man“ of 
the Council’s staff, took charge of the compilation of 
returns from the questionnaire of the Five Year Move- 
ment. He has general supervision of the Council’s 
finances, the keeping of records, acts as Minute 
secretary at Executive, Ad-interim and other meet- 
ings, keeps missionary directory up-to-date, takes 
charge of all English printing, gathers such general 
statistics of Christian work in China as are procurable, 
and acts as manager of the Missions Building. 


Notes and Comments 


_ Visitors from Abroad. Dr. Frank T. Cartwright, 
associate secretary of the Methodist Episcopal Board 


of Foreign Missions with special responsibility for 
China, Japan, Korea and the Far East, is expected to 
arrive in Shanghai on January Ist. Dr. Cartwright 
plans to proceed directly to Singapore, returning to 
China in March for two months of visitation of the 
mission stations of the Methodist Episcopal Church. 


Dr. Wynn C. Fairfield, associate secretary of the 
American Board of Commissioners for Foreign Mis- 
sions, plans to visit China in the spring. 


During part of their time in China, these friends 
hope to travel and study together some of the prob- 
lems that bring them to this country. 


Better Moving Picturcs. The campaign in the 
United States for better moving pictures came to a 
head on Sunday, October 2lst, when pastors through- 
out the country joined in a common effort to interpret 
to their congregations the significance of the move- 
ment. The religious press of all denominations has 
been cooperating heartily, The Councils of Churches 
in the various cities are making their work for better 
moving pictures an important part of their autumn 


programs. 
Finances and the Bulletin 


At the beginning of April the general budget of 
the NCC for the year ending March 81, 1935 was 
set at 865,170, the smallest budget approved for its 
work since 1922-23, the first year of the Council's 
work. As this was a permissive, not a mandatory 
budget, it has been possible, to effect considerable 
savings in the course of the year. It is now anti- 
cipated that the total expenditure will not exceed 
$56,000, owing largely to the depleted staff through 
the delay in securing a general secretary, the absence 
of two secretaries on leave, and the termination of 
the service of another secretary. These factors have 
also reduced expenses of travel and office work. 


In spite of these reductions, it is still necessary 
to seek contributions in China in excess of any present 
promises. Members of the staff and of the Executive 
Committee have accepted responsibility for securing 
$3,500 to meet these needs. 


To balance the budget an additional $1,500 is 
needed. This sum could easily be raised if readers of 
the Bulletin could send subscriptions to the Bulletin 
at the rate of $1.00 per year, or subscriptions to the 
Council in sums from $1.00 to $10.00 each, to a total 
of approximately $1,500.00. Each issue of the Bulletin 
costs the Council just over $300.00 for printing, 
postage and wrapping expenses. An average of four 
issues per year means a cost of about $1,200.00. 


At present 2,026 copies are circulated regularly in 
China and 1,300 outside of China. Those outside 
China go to NCCs in other lands, to mission board 
secretaries and officials, to editors of missionary 
magazines, to former missionaries, and to a few 
pastors of Chinese churches. In China, the lists 
include all English-reading representatives of con- 
stituent members of the Council, and a selected list of 
missionaries (1624) and Chinese Christians (242). It 
thus affords an indispensable link with the friends and 
supporters of the Council’s work. 
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